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pretty preview the entry, above left, signals the best of what’s 

to come: great art, gorgeous millwork, and fine interior design. 

new tradition wanting to preserve a bit of history, the 

homeowner kept the foyer’s original circa-1910 mahogany handrail, 

above right, but paired it with new hand-carved balusters with a 

country swedish scroll motif. 

mix and match exemplifying the eclectic mix of styles and 

influences, the dining room, opposite, teams a mahogany 

rosewood table with antique spanish tiles, a contemporary 

painting, and a simple rug. the chairs are french antiques.

FFor years, the owner of this historic Connecticut home had 
dreamed of ways to restore its former glory as an elegant, 
early-20th-century estate. When she finally purchased it, 
she launched a meticulous remodeling project—with the 
help of architect Louise Brooks and interior designer Linda 
Bedell—that transformed every inch of the home. 

Surprisingly, though, the homeowner says she really doesn’t 
know why she was so enchanted with the house in the beginning. 
From the outside, she notes, it was fairly unremarkable—
bland, even—but when she walked in, she knew it had the 
right bones. Built in 1910 as a summer retreat for wealthy New 
Yorkers, the home featured classic Georgian styling. But it was 
missing a light, bright interior that could balance both vintage-
style details and modern amenities. Bedell says the homeowner 
“fell in love with the house, but wanted to make the home 

younger, fresher, and not quite so dark and New England-y.” 
She also aimed to add more usable living space by 
connecting the main house to the detached guesthouse while 
creating a fitting backdrop for an extensive contemporary 
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cLaSSic 
eLeMentS
The deep arch 
leading to the 
dining room—like 
those found 
throughout the 
house—adds 
grand elegance.
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art collection. “She was drawn to the quality of the light,”  
Brooks says.

The design team drew inspiration from an eclectic 
array of sources, including European homes in the country 
Swedish style and even the British film Sense and Sensibility. 
“I had seen the movie and loved the detail in this little 
cottage where the women lived, so I bought the video and 
shared it with the others,” Bedell says. Responding to the 
surprising lack of original molding and trim in the house, 
she and Brooks took cues from the film’s luminous painted 
wainscoting and applied millwork, eventually installing a 
wealth of intricate white trim. 

At the start, the homeowner noted that it seemed 
unusual for a house of this vintage to have such a lack of 
detail. “Actually,” Bedell says, “a lot of the moldings we 
created were probably more detailed than they would have 
had originally, but we definitely kept with the same flavor.” 
The millwork’s whimsical air greatly enhances the home’s 
character and charm, while cream-tone integral plaster walls 
yield a sense of spaciousness and casual elegance.

“As with many European homes, where there’s a lived-
in quality, we wanted the interior to feel cheerful and 
approachable, with a spirit of fun,” Bedell says. “One of 

the first elements we changed was the flooring, replacing 
the old dark hardwoods with white-waxed spruce, like you 
might see in Sweden. That really brightened things up.”

To boost the expansive feel, the team built an addition 
linking the main house and the guesthouse, repeating all 
of the finishes from the original rooms. “The original main 
level was fairly open already, but the neutral palette and 
the addition made it light and bright,” Brooks says. The 
house also gained space for a new kitchen, family room, 
conservatory, and guest wing.

The nearby former service kitchen became a sunny 
breakfast room with a wall of French windows, while the new 
kitchen blossomed under beamed cathedral ceilings and with 
the carved custom cabinetry. Charming dormers and arched 
Gothic windows draw the eye upward and bring additional 

high style intended as a formal entertaining space, the living 

room, above, boasts empire-style tables, a restored antique 

mantel, and a contemporary painting by artist Barnet rubenstein. 

the floral rug is one of several rare Bessarabian rugs in the home. 

conversation pieces the teal-and-cream-painted fauteuil 

chairs in the living room, opposite, once belonged to Jacqueline 

Kennedy onassis and were purchased at christie’s. 
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Set your spaces apart with intricate 
details. we have more examples at 

RemodelingCenter.com to help you make your 
kitchen a stunning hub of your home.

LigHt SHow
Architecture shines 
alongside detailed 
finish work; a 
dormer overlooking 
the kitchen adds 
drama to its charm.
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sun and splendor cheerful bursts of red bring vitality and a 

sense of warmth to this seating alcove off the kitchen, above left; a 

french antique chandelier adds elegance and glamour.  

pretty in proportion a grand swedish cabinet, above, 

sets the stage in the breakfast room, where the table and chairs 

are new but finished for the appearance of age. simple furnishings 

allow the massive tile fireplace to draw the focus. 

exquisite works with soaring ceilings and generous waves of 

natural light, the kitchen, opposite, showcases stunning artisanal 

talent. many of the cabinet fronts are hand-carved and one-of-a-

kind, while the plaster crown molding is a painstakingly carved and 

assembled compilation of 14 pieces. 

architectural interest to the room, transforming the soaring 
space into what seems like a cozy farmhouse kitchen.

“This is a family house, so they wanted a big kitchen 
where the family could congregate,” Bedell says. Work 
spaces and dining surfaces abound, as do casual lounging 
areas featuring cozy seating and sweeping views of the 
delightful landscape designed by Frederick Law Olmsted, 
the visionary behind New York City’s Central Park. The 
kitchen opens to an even more casual family room, where 
grand windows and lattice detail on the walls make the 
welcoming retreat feel almost like a sunporch. 

The homeowner beams that she can see the gardens 
from every window, and notes that even on the rainiest 
days there is light. To celebrate this radiance, she and Bedell 
carefully crafted a decor marked by clean-lined furniture 
and minimal clutter, allowing bold punches of color to shine 
through in accessories and artwork. “Because they have so 

much great art—a lot of it very colorful—we decided to 
keep the bodies of the upholstery neutral, which allowed us 
to choose some lovely colors and vivid textures for pillows 
and other details,” Bedell says.
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eye SigHtS
The line, color, 
and texture of 
the furnishings in 
the sunroom pop 
against the bright 
white millwork.



lighthearted with woodwork inspired by 

columns on a local building and a stunning 

chandelier made from carved wood and gilt 

metal, the conservatory, opposite, is a room 

where details sing. the homeowner describes it 

as whimsical, unexpected, and fun.

transition addition devised as a 

convenient bridge between the original house 

and the new guest wing, the conservatory, 

above, looks as if it could be 100 years old. in 

reality, it’s an artfully designed modern sunroom 

with carefully crafted period-style detail.
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Q

A

this house had many classic georgian features. How did you 

enhance and/or update them?

It sounds funny, given the exacting detail in the home, but we really 

did strive to keep things simple. With integral plaster walls and the 

same spruce floors in every room, the architectural elements—the 

moldings, hardware, and windows—were able to shine.

will you talk about the balance between casual and elegant?

I think the balance is driven by the wide-plank, light color 

floors, which have a casual feel. In the kitchen we created an 

informal gathering spot while leaving the more formal rooms for 

entertaining.

the client has a large art collection. what did you do to work 

with that?

We decided early on to keep every wall the same color for a 

contemporary feel. It lends quietness against the boldness of  

the artwork.

remAkIng hIsTory 
arcHitect louise BrooKs talKs aBout melding 
Historical features witH modern convenience.

Q

A

Q

A
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Dazzling details
Beyond the architecture, the beauty of this house lies in the 

lovely millwork layered into every room.

dash of glass extremely finicky when it came to choosing 

just the right details, the homeowner culled millwork ideas 

from various sources and went to great lengths to replicate 

the home’s original wavy glass, opposite.

mixed mantel an artful mix of old and new, this hand-

carved antique fireplace mantel, above, was resized and 

restored to meet modern building codes. 

break the mold every room has a different style of crown 

molding, with each design, including this elaborate egg, dart, 

and floral creation, above right, painstakingly molded and 

carved by plaster artists. 

more than a door “a touch that separates the ordinary 

from the unexpected”—that’s what the homeowner was 

looking for when she commissioned unique details such as 

this intricately hand-carved cabinet front, right, in the kitchen.



suite retreat sumptuous silk draperies complement the 

understated gold accents throughout the master bedroom, above, 

including a pair of empire-style Brûle parfums reimagined as lamps.

In fact, more than a year was spent shopping for just 
the right accents, often in far-flung locales. The hunt for 
wonderful things found Bedell and the homeowner at flea 
markets, consignment shops, and antiques stores in London, 
Maine, Los Angeles, and New York. They say most of the 
things they bought were not purchased with specific places 
in mind; they were bought because they were interesting.

Anything that captured the homeowner’s fancy was 
purchased, shipped back to Connecticut, and worked into 
the overall design, regardless of its pedigree. In several 
rooms, she and Bedell even paired exquisite antiques and 
one-of-a-kind chandeliers with more humble elements from 
local retailers. “This project was definitely about enhancing 
a historic home, but we also wanted to make it look like 

people really live there,” Bedell says. “Many of the finishes 
are elegant, but adding some lighthearted touches made the 
house feel more cheerful and approachable. It turned out 
beautiful but also fun and not overly serious, which is really 
what the homeowner wanted. I like to think it’s a gorgeous, 
meticulous homage to history that happens to be perfectly 
in sync with modern living.”

architect Louise Brooks  interior designer Linda Bedell

ResouRces on page 112
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artistic endeavor 
thanks to architect louise Brooks and interior 
designer linda Bedell, the house is everything the 
homeowner hoped it would be—she likens it to a 
painting in which the eye can discover details only 
known to the creator.

Privacy, please 
a generous deck off 
the master bedroom 

and dressing room 
make this end of  

the house feel like a 
private retreat.

One thing leads to 
another a desire for a connected 

garage prompted the creation of the 
conservatory; gardens and outdoor living 

space fill the views.  

In its place wine 
storage abuts the 

secondary staircase, and 
a telephone room, a la 
The Philadelphia Story, 
tucks under the stairs.

uPPer LeveL
4,446 sq. ft.

Main LeveL
5,107 sq. ft.

Scaled down  
space over the garage 

includes bedrooms, a full 
bath, and a small kitchen.

Warm it up 
Part of the renovation 
included putting a 
fireplace into the formal 
living room and the 
adjoining porch. 

Character counts 
all of the floors on the main 
and upper levels are covered 
in reclaimed barnwood.


