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YBRAE HEAD

WEAVING OLD MYSTIQUE WITH NOVEL DESIGN

BY ERIKA ALEXIA TSOUKANELIS | PHOTOGRAPHY BY CHI CHI UBINA
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The Lynch famlly had bcen hvmg at 7 Calhoun Drwe m Greenwwh for aeven} ears when sz Lvnch called

Hobbs, Inc. to look at one of the house's onglml FrE in its grfnd state-floored living room. The -
room itself was “almost gothic,” as Dan Lynch describes it, stark and forcbodmg with a hreplﬂce tlmt
reached from floor to ceiling. When Evclyn Ochsner, Senior Project Annlyst with Hobbs, entered the

imposing space she had no idea what lay ahead.
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“When you love old houses like we do,”
Liz explains,'you don't just rip it all down.”

done, but thcy would keep the heart of the house.

Two months after che portentous leak, che endeavor that was
ultimately to win Connecticut Cottages & Cardens Innovation Award
was underway. McKee Patterson of Austin Pacterson Disston in
Southport came in as archirect. Hartsdale, New York, firin May-
flower House Interiors” Rosemary Browne joined as designer.
Project manager Richard Preli and superintendent Tony Briante
both came from Hobbs, completing the group that was to work
together for one full yeac.

As Evelyn remarks on this amazing efforc, “The gifc in chis
project was its collaborative nature. Architecr, designer and buil-
ders worked together as a team from the start.”

Dan and Liz—along with their teenage son and daughter as
well as the t-amily dog-—moved out. There was major surgery to
perform after all. Carefully protecting the living room and ics
delicate plaster ceiling, the dining room and the elegant front
entranceway, the builders began their wreckage. The entice left
side of the house was destroyed. The massive columns in the
front were knocked down and the stone pillars at che head of
the winding drive as well, the two Brae Head stones preserved. A
steel beam was inserted between che first and second floors for
support, and the entire roof was removed. According to Richard
Preli, this was perhaps the most challenging part of the project,
along with building the new roof.

Replncing the roof was only one piece of the tremendous
amount of work accomplished. The monstrous fireplace in che
living room was rebuilc in more reasonable proportions, the slate

floors replaced with wood, and the French door leading out back
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PREVIOUS PAGE LEFT: This exterior view of 7 Calhoun Drive from the backyard shows
the symmetry of the construction. Before the work, the back of the house looked
uneven. Windows and doors were added and removed and additions were carefully
placed to create a new, balanced design of striking grandeur.

LEFT TOP: A grass-cloth cathedral ceiling and hanging light fixtures from Studio Steel, as
well as French doors and windows, give the new family room an open, outdoor feeling,
Couches from Kravet and chairs from The Charles Stewart Company provide comfort
without compromising on the light, elegant theme.

LEFT BOTTOM: New stonework replicates the foundation of the house's original foun-
dation. Spotlights were moved from place to place after dark by McKee Patterson to
determine the ultimate location for the exterior lighting fixtures.

ABOVE: The new courtyard between the main house and the original garage and in-
law apartment cannot be seen from Calhoun Drive. Imposing old beech trees protect
it from Glenville Road, offering privacy while not blocking sunlight. Landscaping was
done by Hoffman Landscapes.

BELOW: One of the original Brae Head stones blends perfectly into the family room
mantelpiece, old and new united.
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We weaved the new

// structure into the fabric of

@@ the old so that it looked as
g i it had been together for
B Years and years.”

McKee Patterson, Austin Patterson Disston, Southport, CT
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