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RETURN OF THE
GREAT ESTATES
I'he phenomenon of rear
downs became evident in
Connecticur in the mid-
1980, as rhe supply of
buildable ac reage began to
dwindle. From a modesrt cot
rage to a monastery, from a
farmhouse to a muln-million
dollar manor house on the
LLong Island Sound, cvery
type of residence has been
razed in Fairfield County in
recent .\'(.'.”'\

In thes place, homebuyers
are erecring the Medic

palaces of the 21st century,

\'.]I'Iu]l\!\' reterred ro 45
McMansions, trophy man
sions and starter castles. It's
the real estate version of the
Aladdin rale of new lamps

for old. Interion square

hml\]“__'t' continues o swell,
but land size stays the same
Many of these dream homes
run visually and virt ually
.l|ulli_[ .||I]m\l ||]\.' cnrire I'u.id
frnnl.n:\_w. or they ar designed
i an L=shape to squeeze
more architecrure onro the
.lL'l'\..l:_J_‘('

“Ie’s very challenging o
build an aesther cally 1nrer
esting house on some of
these propernies due to all of
the town restrictions,”
explains custom builder
Scorr Hobbs, whose New
Canaan firm bears his family
name. Styles vary, but in the
Northeasr, there are a lor of
Shingle SI}'lL‘\. Georgians
and Colonials, and rhere’s
been a re emergence of
Modern, (.-.E}nlt'lllinal'.ll y and
Arts and Crafrs styles.

Brick House | 74us restored Gothic Victorsan i Darvien, buslt for Henry
D Weed m 1871, 15 listed for sale at 54895 mitllion
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FIGHTS BREW OVER
DEVELOPMENT
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Days Gone By | /A frﬂ.'a’;': man s farm i Nen: Canaan 15 protected by a deed
; !

of consersation and presersation under the auspices of Historic New England

Existing houses are just
too small ro accommodate
the luxuries thar are now
standard 1ssue. Smaller
||\|1|1l“| L'(FU](I }‘L' ]'l‘““ﬂ.[('lt‘ll
with exrensive add-ons, bur
ir'’s less CXPENSIVE O Start
over. Costs of demolition are
relatively modest. abour one
percent of the total cost of
llll' cnrire P]'c)l\.‘t’l. if I]'IL'I'L' arc
no hazardous marenals,
Hobbs explains.

Financial indust ry execs
and corporare tirans come
here to expend their new ly

lI]JIl[t'Ll lortunes on instant-

status showplaces, and ever
more dc\'clupcra are surging
into the county ro make
their fortunes building
them. The developers’ firse
choice frequently 1s to build
from the ground up. and the
new American aristocracy

otten goes the same roure.

Price no longer seems of
concern. Homes ranging up
to $S10 million have been
scraped into dust. As long as

the location 1s tit'.\]l'.]hll.'.

even the land doesn't have ra
be the best. Inconvenient
hillsides are gouged our,
cliffs ripped down and
unwanred rock ledge blasted
to oblivion

Berween July 1, 2003 and
June 30, 2004, the number
fFI L]i'u]f]h[l‘]]l [‘L']'l”ll“
sought in Greenwich alone
hit a record 200, although
some were probably for
accessory structures, The
prior high was 132, threc
years ago.

This 1sn't the first time
teardowns have been in
vogue, but adaptive reuse
was often part of the cqua
von n the past. Ar the rurn

of the 20th cenrury,




